
Using a Calculator 

Objective 
In this lesson, you will 

Calculator Buttons 
Use the calculator included in the course tools menu to learn the basic calculator functions. 

Addition (+)   

To add 2 and 3: 

• press _______

• press _______

• press 3

• press =

Subtraction (–)  

To subtract 5 from 12: 

• press 1

• press _______

• press –

• press _______

• press _______

Clear (C)  

Press C to clear the ____________ screen. 

Clear Previous Number (CE)   

Press CE to clear the ____________ 

number entered. 

Decimal Point (.) 

To write 2.3: 

• press _______

• press the “.”

• press _______

Equals (=)  

Press this button after 

completing any operation 

to get the ____________. 

Multiplication (×)  

To multiply 2 by 3: 

• press 2

• press _______

• press 3

• press _______

Division (÷)   

To divide 6 by 2: 

• press _______

• press ÷

• press 2

• press _______

KEY



The PEMDAS Rule 
Follow a certain order of _______________ to solve problems containing more than one operation. 

Order of Operations Remember the Order 

parentheses or brackets 

Excuse 

multiplication 
or  
division 

(whichever comes first, going left to right) 

addition 
or 
subtraction 

(whichever comes first, going left to right) 
Aunt 

Sally 

Use this order to solve the expression. (50 + 40) + 60 × 28 

1. Solve the part of the problem inside the _________________ first. _______ + 60 × 28 

2. ______________ 60 and 28. 90 + _______ 

3. __________ the two numbers to get the final answer. ________ 

Note: Separate operations, hitting the clear button between each. 

Solving Word Problems 

Example: Donald puts $15 in his piggy bank every week. How much money will he have in his piggy bank at the 
end of 49 weeks? 

Step 1: Write the word problem as a mathematical _________________. 

Donald adds the same amount, _______, to his piggy bank every week. So the expression 

for this problem is   15 ____ 49 

Step 2: Use a calculator to get the answer. 

__________ 



We know that Donald saved __________. He wants to use this money as follows: 

• to buy some books and camping gear for $550

• to divide the rest of the money equally between his two brothers

How much will each brother get? 

So, Donald’s brothers each get ________. 

Question 1: Darlene’s room measures 12 feet on one side and 9 feet on another. Calculate the area of her 
room. 

Part A: Write the expression. 12 _____ 9 

Part B: Solve the expression to find the area of Darlene’s room. _______ square feet 

The area of a rectangular room is a product of its length and width. 

Step 1: Donald wants to buy some items first, so you need 

to ______________ the value of the items from his savings. 

735 – _______ 

Step 2: He wants to divide the remaining amount between 

his brothers, so divide the remaining amount by _______. 

Remember to put the first expression in _______________! 

(735 – 550) ____ 2 

Step 3: Solve the expression using the PEMDAS rule. 

________ 



Question 2: Zane bought the following items during a recent shopping trip. 

• Two shirts for $26 each

• Three T-shirts for $19.25 each

• One pair of jeans for $68.50 each

How much did he spend? 

Part A: Write the expression. (26 _____ 2) + (_______ × 3) + (68.50 × _______) 

Part B: Solve the expression to find how much 
Zane spent. 

$_________ 

Summary 
What types of problems does a calculator make easier to solve? Are there problems that are easier to solve 
without a calculator? 
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